ij2                 CONCRETE  OR  SYNTHETIC
have not sufficiently direct dynamical bearings to concern us greatly in our present inquiry.1 It must suffice here to recognise the fact that life owes its origin to the chemically-separative action of ethereal undulations on the cooled surface of the earth, especially carbonic anhydride and water, and that the existing diversity of organic forms is due to the minute interaction of dynamical laws.
It will, however, be desirable to point out that life is essentially separative in its nature, because the identity of Energy with separation is the main point insisted upon in the present treatise, and life is the Mode of Energy with which human beings are most familiar, and from which they form, their conception of all its other modes.
Life, then, is shown to be essentially separative, first, because it is a product of solar Energy, acting upon the superficial matter of the earth. This Energy is the locomotive form of the statical separation once existing between the particles of the sun's mass. When it falls upon the earth, being then in the ethereal form, we know that it is partly absorbed by various loosely aggregated superficial material molecules, in
1 It must be understood that no disrespect towards such inquiries is intended in the present passage. On the contrary, there can be no doubt that, bearing as they do on all our acts and theories as living beings, these questions are of paramount practical importance. But they are not necessary to the present subject, and they have already been treated sufficiently by proper and competent authorities.